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AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR THE STANDARD FOR THE PRACTICE OF REHABILITATION 
MEDICINE AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

In the past decade. Rehabilitation Medicine as a specialty has experienced growth in all 
aspects. The number of trainees, graduates, and certified diplomats and fellows has increased 
tremendously.

Alanning, however, is the fast pace at which rehabilitation centers have sprouted throughout 
the country, all with the noble intent of delivering expert rehabilitative care to Filipinos 
suffering from neuromusculoskeletal, cardiovascular, pulmonary, and other system disorders 
which produce temporary or permanent disability. Unfortunately, not all these rehabilitation 
centers are rendering what they purport to render.

Moreover, many of these rehabilitation centers are not headed by a physiatrist - a medical 
specialist who has trained a minimum of three (3) years in Rehabilitation Medicine - but by 
other medical and allied health professionals. By the nature of their training, physiatrists are 
in the best position to head rehabilitation centers and supervise the allied rehabilitative 
professionals: physical therapist, occupational therapists, speech therapist, orthotists, and 
prosthetists.

In the medical field, it is a physiatrist who is the specialist in medical rehabilitation and who 
is thus tasked to evaluate and treat patients with physical disabilities from the rehabilitation 
standpoint, and to manage and administer Rehabilitation Medicine departments, center, 
clinics or other similar facilities.

It is the objective of the proposed Rehabilitation Medicine Standard Act to set standards for 
the training and practice of Rehabilitation Medicine. This bill further sets technical and 
operational standard for rehabilitation centers which will function at the highest level of 
standard and be headed and supervised by duly trained and certified medical specialists in 
rehabilitation medicine, thereby protecting the interest of the Filipino patients who seek 
treatment from these centers.






















