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AN ACT
CREATING A SPECIAL POVERTY ALLEVIATION FUND TO BE USED TO 
FINANCE SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY-BASED SUPPLEMENTAL FEEDING 
PROGRAMS AND RELATED POVERTY ALLEVIATION EFFORTS USING THE 
MINIMUM BASIC NEEDS (MBN) APPROACH IN THE POOREST OF THE POOR 
COMMUNITIES IN THE COUNTRY AND FOR OTHER RELATED PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Official statistics showed that over the past six years, economic growth hardly made a dent in 
poverty incidence in the Philippines, as the percentage of Filipinos living below the poverty 
line remained practically the same between 2006 and 20121. National Statistical Coordination 
Board (NSCB) reported that poverty incidence stood at 27.9% in the first semester of 2012 - 
practically unchanged from the same period in 2009 and 2006, which is 28.6% and 28.8% 
respectively2.

Reports have shown that over half a million school-aged children nationwide have been 
suffering from severe malnutrition. According to the Department of Education, 562,262 
pupils in kindergarten and elementary levels currently enrolled in public schools are 
considered severely wasted3. With Filipino children literally dying from extreme poverty, 
hunger and malnutrition, the future of the Philippines is clearly in grave peril.

The passage of Republic Act 842534 otherwise known as the "Social Reform and Poverty 
Alleviation Act” is a step towards the right direction. However, considering the faet that the 
said law is actually focused on social reforni and long term development, the National Anti- 
Poverty Commission (NAPC), which was created as a coordinating body under the law, is 
apparently not equipped to immediately address the problem.

1 Infomiation retrieved from http;//newsinfo.inquirer.net/396237/ph-poverty-unchanged on 20 June 2013
2 Ibid.
3 Information retrieved from http://www.gmanetwork comlnews/.story!296884!news/specialreports/more-than- 
halfmillion-pinoy-kids-suffer-fi'om-severe-malnutrition on 20 June 2013
4 Effective 30 June 1998.
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