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AN ACT
AMENDING SECTION 2 OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 1827 SO AS TO IMPOSE 
HIGHER PENALTIES FOR THOSE ENGAGED IN UNFAIR AND UNETHICAL 
LOBBYING PRACTICES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

There have been reports of unethieal lobbying practices in Congress and unlawful 
consideration allegedly being offered to lawmakers for either the passage or defeat of 
legislative measures in both Houses and their Committees. For that reason, addressing this 
issue and the negative image it imparts to the public is seriously needed. Such reports, 
whether with or without basis, creates the impression that our country's lawmakers are "for 
sale" and that the legislative measures being advanced or deterred in Congress are mostly 
coming at certain prices.

Republic Act No. 1827 otherwise known as "An Act to Regulate Lobbying in the Congress of 
the Philippines and in the Commission on Appointments" was enacted on June 22, 1957 and 
sought to prohibit corrupt or undesirable methods of lobbying, to promote a high standard of 
ethics in the practice of lobbying, to prevent harassing unfair and unethical lobbying 
practices, and to provide for the licensing of lobbyists and the suspension or revocation of 
such licenses.

This bill, which seeks to amend R.A. No. 1827, essentially proposes to increase the penalties 
for those persons who practice unethical lobbying and use eorrupt means to influence 
legislation and confirmation of appointment. It is envisioned that such measure shall curb 
corruption and undue influence in the passage and/or defeat of legislation, and also to deter 
unethical lobbying in the confirmation of appointments.

Hence, approval of this bill is earnestly sought.
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