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AN ACT
EXPANDING THE NUMBER OF DISORDERS INCLUDED IN THE NEWBORN 
SCREENING PROGRAM, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Republic Act 9288, otherwise known as the Newborn Screening Act of 2004, illustrates a 
procedure to detect a genetic and metabolic disorder in newborns that may lead to mental 
retardation and even death if left untreated.

In many countries, newborn screening has been a mechanism that protects babies from health 
risks. In our country, the rules and regulations implementing the Newborn Screening Act 
recommended the conditions to be included in the newborn screening panel of disorders. 
According to the Philippine Pediatrics Society, the advancement of newborn screening has 
succeeded in reducing morbidity and mortality associated with certain congenital disorders as 
it allows timely medical intervention for diagnosed patients. Affected children identified 
through newborn screening can lead nonnal lives with the help of prompt and appropriate 
medical management.

Recognizing the importance of newborn screening, this bill expands the number of disorders 
for which newborn infants in the country are required to be tested by law. Specifically, this 
bill provides for the expansion of the prescribed list of disorders for which testing is required 
under the implementing rules and regulations of R.A. 9288.

In view of the foregoing, the immediate approval of this bill is earnestly sought.
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