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Introduced by Senator Antonio “Sonny” F. Trillanes IV

AN ACT
AMENDING SECTION 31 OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 6770, OTHERWISE KNOWN 
AS THE "OMBUDSMAN ACT OF 1989", AS AMENDED ALLOWING PRIVATE 
LAWYERS TO ACT AS PROSECUTORS ON BEHALF OF THE OMBUDSMAN

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article XI, Section 12 of the 1987 Constitution provides that the Ombudsman and his 
Deputies, as protectors of the people, shall act promptly on complaints filed in any form or 
manner against public officials or employees of the Government, or any subdivision, agency 
or instrumentality thereof, including government-owned or controlled corporations, and shall, 
in appropriate cases, notify the complainants of the action taken and the result thereof

Nonetheless, contrary to the above constitutional mandate, the Office of the Ombudsman has, 
in the past received flak for its lackluster performance insofar as conviction rates are 
concerned - scoring only a few convictions in its 25-year history. A 2006 study conducted by 
the Center for People Empowerment in Governance (CenPeg) in partnership with the 
Transparency International (TI) reports that the Office of the Ombudsman has suffered a 
backlog of cases, while many cases said to have been disposed were actually dismissed or 
archived. The lack of prosecutors is one of the reasons why cases have languished in the 
Office.

Thus, this bill seeks to authorize the Office of the Ombudsman to hire private lawyers to act 
as investigators and/or prosecutors to assist in the prosecution of cases filed before it. Waiting 
for a substantial increase in the budget appropriated for the Office to cover the ideal number 
of lawyers may take years. Unless and until the number of lawyers is beefed up, dramatic 
improvement in prompt and fair disposition of cases by the Office of the Ombudsman is 
highly unlikely.

In view of the foregoing, immediately passage of this bill is earnestly sought.
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