
.^enatp
( $ f f i r e  o f  ' i - i f  i

SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS OF THE )
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES )

First Regular Session )

SENATE

S.NO.S88

'16 JUL19 P5:17,

K*-'  ' 'W:

Introduced by Senator Antonio “Sonny” F. Trillanes IV

AN ACT
ESTABLISHING A PROGRAM FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION ON PROSTATE 
CANCER

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Section 15 of Article II under the 1987 Constitution provides that the State shall protect and 
promote the right to health of the people and instill health consciousness among them. 
However, reports on prostate cancer showed the opposite. Philippine Council for Health 
Research and Development reported that prostate cancer is the "third most common male 
cancer in the entire world and half a million new cases continue to be diagnosed every year.” 
Moreover, it is one of the top five cancers among men in the Philippines.

Cancer of the prostate does not show early symptoms. Even without symptoms, this form of 
cancer that may be detected during a medical examination while in its early stage. This is the 
reason why men, particularly those who are 40 years and older, should be educated on the 
importance of a regular check-up, including a digital (finger) rectal prostate examination once 
or twice a year, even those without symptoms, to catch prostate cancer before it spreads. If 
treated early, ten years after the treatment, 65 out of a hundred are still alive and well. In 
consonance with this, the Department of Health is hereby mandated to carry out the 
provisions of this bill.

In view of the foregoing, the passage of this bill is earnestly sought.

ANTONJIO “SONNY” F.
'  Senator
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