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______________ Introduced by Senator Antonio “Sonny” F. Trillanes IV______________

AN ACT
CREATING THE PHILIPPINE COMMISSION ON AUTISM SPECTRUM 
DISORDERS AND THE OFFICE OF AUTISM SERVICES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Occurring in countries within all socio-economic classes, autism is the fastest growing 
developmental disability. According to Autism Speaks Foundation, one in 68 children 
worldwide has autism. This figure is way above the 0.5 cases in every 1,000 children in the 
1980s and one in 110 in 2008. In the Philippines, autism incidence rose from 500,000 in 2008 
to one million in 2014.

Given the growing number of Autism Spectrum Disorder cases in the country, individuals 
affected by the said disorder still remain in the marginalized sectors of the country because of 
lack of government support. This has prevented their total rehabilitation, self-development, 
and self-reliance.

This bill, thus, seeks to create the Commission on Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) to 
advise and make recommendations to the president, legislature, and government agencies on 
matters relating to autism spectrum disorder. Here, the Commission is mandated to develop a 
comprehensive nationwide plan for an integrated system of training, treatment, and services 
for individuals of all ages with ASD.

In view of the foregoing, the immediate approval of this bill is earnestly requested.

—ANTONK) “SONNY” F. T ILLANES IV
Senator














