
(̂ enatp
of IH C cS ^ ito fk ry

SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS OF THE )
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES )

First Regular Session )

SENATE

S. No. 598

'16 JUL19 P5 24

H i

Introduced by Senator Antonio “Sonny” F. Trillaiies IV

AN ACT
ESTABLISHING MARINE PROTECTED AREAS IN ALL COASTAL 
MUNICIPALITIES AND CITIES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Philippine archipelago comprises 7,107 islands spread over 298,170 sq km (115,124 sq 
mi) of land and 1,830 sq km (706.5 sq mi) of water. The archipelago stretches nearly 1,850 
(1,149 mi) from YAmi Island in the north to Sibutu Island in the south. It is approximately 
1,000 (621 mi) wide.

Having one of the world's most abundant marine envirorunent, our marine resources pose as 
primary source of food, minerals, petroleum, hydrocarbon, and energy, among others. 
Though States have sovereign right to exploit their own natural resources, they also have the 
duty to protect and preserve the marine environment within and outside their jurisdiction.

Thus, Article XII, Section 2 of our Constitution mandates the State to protect the nation's 
marine wealth in its archipelagic waters, territorial sea and exclusive economic zone and 
reserve its use and enjoyment exclusively for Filipino citizens.

Given the importance of our marine environment to our country's economy and biodiversity. 
It is important for us to protect our marine resources from indiscriminate exploitation for our 
food security, ecological balance, and sustainable livelihood for our fisherfolks. More 
importantly, the preservation of our marine resources ensures that our children and the 
succeeding generations will inherit a living earth with all of its bountiful natural resources 
and vibrant wildlife.

This bill mandates every coastal municipality to establish, maintain and manage marine 
protected areas (MPAs) in at least 15% of their municipal waters, while preserving those 
MPAs which were previously set up. By making it mandatory, we send a strong signal of 
urgency to preserve our marine resources for our food security, ecological balance, and 
sustainable livelihood for our fisherfolks as well as ensuring that our children and future 
generations will still benefit from our bountiful resources.

In view of the foregoing, immediate passage of this bill is earnestly sought.
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