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AN ACT
PRO V ID IN G  FO R  ST IFFE R  PEN A LTIES AG AINST PU BLIC O FFIC IA L S AND 
EM PLO Y EES W HO REFUSE O R  N E G LEC T TO  ACT PR O M PTLY  ON TH E 
PU BLIC 'S PERSONAL TRANSACTIO NS AND C O M M U N ICA TIO N S AS 
REQ U IRED  UNDER REPU B LIC  A C T NO. 6713, O T H ER W ISE KNOW N AS TH E 
"CO D E O F CONDUCT AND ETH IC A L STANDARDS FO R  PU BLIC O FFIC IA LS 
AND EM PLO Y EES"

EX PLAN ATO RY NO TE

Section 5 of Republic Act No. 6713, otherwise known as the "Code of Conduct and Ethical 
Standards for Public Officials and Employees", enjoins all public servants to respond or act 
promptly on letters, telegrams or other means of communication sent by the public.

The law gives such officials a period of fifteen (15) working days within which to respond or 
take action on the request. However, not a few government officials are remiss in this 
obligation whether due to oversight or deliberate failure. In most instances, it takes an 
unreasonably long time for a response to come along.

The failure to respond may not necessarily be a conscious and deliberate act to ignore a letter 
request because some officials are really mired in work. Yet the wisdom of the law is beyond 
cavil. Public office is a public trust, and all government officials and employees must, at all 
times, be accountable to the people. Certainly, a citizen, however ordinary, deserves nothing 
less than public service discharged with utmost responsibility, integrity and efficiency.

It is within this context that this measure is being proposed. This bill provides stiffer penalties 
for the failure of public officials to respond or act on letters and other communications from 
the public if only to put more teeth to the law.

In view of the foregoing, immediate passage of this bill is earnestly sought.

A N T O N ^  ‘̂ O N N \ ” F. TR ILLA N ES IV
*  S e n a to r






