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AN ACT
EXPANDING THE SCOPE OF THE PRACTICE OF M IDW IFERY, AMENDING 
FOR THE PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 7392, OTHERW ISE KNOWN AS THE 
"PH ILIPPIN E M IDW IFERY ACT OF 1992" AND FOR O THER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The United Nations Population Fund underlines the critical role of midwives in the reduction of child 
mortality and delivery of quality maternal healthcare in the country. "Midwives are key healthcare 
facilitators m helping to achieve Millennium Development Goals 4 (reducing child mortality) 5 
(improving maternal health) and 6 (combating HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases)."1

Cognizant of the above magnitude of their task, this measure seeks to strengthen and expand the scope 
or the midwifery profession by amending the 20-year old Philippine Midwifery Act of 1992 with the 
end m view of reducing maternal and prenatal morbidity and mortality.

This measure seeks to put forward the following amendmentsi

• grant additional powers as well as enhance the general welfare and commitment to service 
and professionalism of midwives;

• allow midwives to administer life-saving drugs when no physician is available, provided that 
they are appropriately trained for such purpose;

• require midwives to be certified proficient to perfonn the necessary care and services to 
prevent maternal deaths and allow them to administer essential newborn care;

• require practicing midwives who intend to perform Emergency Obstetric and Neonatal Care 
(EmONC) to apply for and acquire accreditation from the Department of Health (DoH); 
require registered midwives to maintain competence by continual learning through 
Continuing Professional Development (CPD) to be provided by the accredited professional 
organization or any recognized professional midwifery organization;
provide for a mandated comprehensive midwifery program which includes a valid assessment 
of career performance and potential of midwives; and

• provide for the minimum base pay of midwives in public health institutions which shall not be 
lower than the 1st step of the hiring rate prescribed for the positions under E.O. No. 201.

In view the foregoing, the immediate passage of this bill is earnestly sought.

TANTONIO “SONNY’"F. TRILLANES IV
Senator
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