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AN ACT
GRANTING DISASTER SERVICE VOLUNTEERS A PAID LEAVE DURING 
PERIOD OF DISASTERS

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Several countries have been assisted by the Red Cross during times of disasters. Disaster 
preparedness, one of the major components of the Red Cross program, aims to prepare the 
vulnerable communities in the event of calamities. The Philippine National Red Cross 
(PNRC), specifically, has been offering a wide array of humanitarian services that include 
relief operations in times of disasters in the country.

In response to the increasing number of disasters in recent years and to the rising costs 
brought about by these calamities, it is timely and favorable to have a legislation authorizing 
a paid leave for employees who volunteer for the PNRC disaster operations. Those 
employees who possess skills that can be useful to disaster operations, such as shelter 
management, mass feeding, damage assessment and family services, deserve to be granted 
with particular kinds of benefits.

This bill grants public and private employees, who are also disaster service volunteers, a 
leave from work with pay in any twelve-month period to participate in specialized disaster 
relief services for the PNRC. This also considers it essential for the government to allow and 
encourage the employees to request for disaster leave during periods of disasters and 
humanitarian need to assist the PNRC.

In view of the foregoing, the immediate passage of this measure is earnestly requested.
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