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AN ACT
REQUIRING THE PHILIPPINE HEALTH INSURANCE CORPORATION TO 
PROVIDE COVERAGE FOR THE DIAGNOSTIC SERVICES FOR BREAST AND 
CERVICAL CANCER, PROVIDING FUNDS THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article II, Section 15 of the Constitution provides that the State shall protect and promote the right to 
health of the people and instill health consciousness among them. In pursuit of this poliey, it is the 
objective of the Philippine Health Insurance Corporation (PhilHealth) to continuously endeavor to 
improve its benefit package to meet the needs of its members. It is in this light that this bill seeks to 
provide eoverage for the diagnostic services for breast and cervical cancer.

Breast cancer and cervical cancer are the leading causes of cancer and cancer deaths in Filipino 
women. The Philippines is ranked first in breast cancer ineidence in Asia and has a higher prevalence 
rate than those in several Western countries, including Spain, Italy, and most eastern European 
countries. Based on the most recent data, relative survival rates for women diagnosed with breast 
cancer are: 88 percent at 5 years after diagnosis, 80 percent after 10 years, 71 percent after 15 years 
and 63 percent after 20 years. From 1990 to 2002, death rates have decreased. The decline has been 
attributed to both improvements in breast cancer treatment and early detection.1

Cervical cancer, also known as cancer of the cervix, is the second leading cause of death among 
Filipino women. Aecording to the 2005 Philippine Cancer Facts and Estimates, 7, 277 new cases and 
3,807 deaths due to cervical cancer were estimated to have occurred. This meant that there were 
approximately 10 Filipino women dying each day due to eervical cancer. This is mainly due to late 
detection and lack of awareness of the disease among Filipino women.2

Based on the above data, it is safe to deduce that there is a direct correlation between the time of 
deteetion and the odds for survival of women afflicted with these killer diseases. Thus, it is but urgent 
to include the periodic diagnostic services or breast cancer and cervical cancer in the benefit package 
under the PhilHealth. The intent of this measure rests on the premise that prevention and promotion of 
health services are essential for reducing the need and spending for personal health services.

In view of the foregoing circumstances, approval of this measure is earnestly sought.

ANTON
/ Senator

TRILLANES IV

1 B re a s t  C a n c e r  F a c t S h e e t.  I n f o n n a t io n  R e tr ie v e d  f r o m :  h t t p : / / w w w . g s k c o m . p h ib e a s t c a n c e r . h t m l . R e t r ie v e d  o n  0 9  F e b ru a ry  2 0 0 9 .
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