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AN ACT
IMPOSING RECIPROCITY AS A REQUIREMENT BEFORE ALLOWING 
FOREIGN NATIONALS TO PRACTICE THEIR PROFESSIONS IN THE 
PHILIPPINES TO PROTECT THE INTERESTS OF FILIPINO PROFESSIONALS 
AND FOR OTHER RELATED PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

As a member in good standing of the Association of Southeast Asian Nation (ASEAN) and 
the family of nations, we should be ready to comply with our multilateral obligation to allow 
the exchange and practice of professionals from ASEAN countries in our country, in 
preparation for the full integration of the ASEAN economies.

Moreover, in order to broaden career opportunities for Filipino professionals, we must be 
ready to reciprocate the initiative of other countries to allow our nationals to practice their 
professions in other states, countries and/or territories.

This bill seeks to institutionalize the policy of allowing foreign professionals to practice in 
the Philippines but subject to the requirement of reciprocity, as a measure to protect the 
interest of Filipino professionals. Under the provisions of this Act, professionals from other 
states, countries or territories shall be allowed to practice in the Philippines only if the 
country, state or territory where they are registered as such also allow Filipino professionals 
in the same field to practice their profession within their territorial jurisdiction on the same as 
the citizens/subjects of such foreign country, state or territory.

In the long run, it is earnestly believed that this policy will prepare our home grown 
professionals to be at par with their international counterparts and help them become globally 
competitive. This representation believes that we are not only widening the opportunities of 
Filipino professionals who will benefit from this proposal but we are putting them in a place 
where they can learn more from their peers and counterparts from other countries, be it inside 
or outside of our country.

Hence, the immediate passage of this measure is earnestly sought.
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