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AN ACT
REGULATING THE PRODUCTION, SALE, USE, RECOVERY, RECYCLING, AND DISPOSAL OF 

PLASTIC BAGS, PROMOTING THE USE OF REUSABLE BAGS, PROVIDING MECHANISM FOR 
THE RECOVERY, COLLECTION, AND DISPOSAL OF PLASTIC BAGS, AND FOR OTHER

PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Circulating online are images and videos of wildlife contending with the tremendous 
amount of plastic invading their homes. Fish with plastic wrapped around their body, sea 
turtles with plastic in their noses, and even birds with their stomachs full of plastic bottle 
caps broke hearts and opened minds to the harmful effects of our consumer-driven society.

Our very own APO Island in Negros, where sea turtles gather, have residents 
regularly cleaning up plastic garbage that wash up from ships and the mainland in order to 
protect the precious marine life in their area that bring livelihood through tourism.

According to the Earth Policy Institute based in Washington, D.C., United States, an 
estimated one trillion (1,000,000,000,000) single-use plastic bags are used each year, at a 
rate of almost two million per minute (2,000,000/min). Oftentimes immediately discarded, 
single-use plastic bags are found in landfills and have become a significant cause of water 
pollution. In addition, plastic bags that are burned adversely impact the environment and 
human health, given the level of toxic chemical content.

This bill aims to facilitate the transition to a complete prohibition of plastic bag use 
at point-of-sale stores, and mandate regulations for its production, collection, and proper 
disposal.

This measure also aims to provide support to affected industries and their workers 
by providing benefits and programs for their transition to more sustainable industries and 
livelihood programs.


























