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A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING THE MEMBERS OF THE 
PHILIPPINE DELEGATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS ARBITRAL TRIBUNAL IN THE 

HAGUE FOR THEIR EXPERT AND EXEMPLARY WORK LEADING TO THE 
FAVORABLE RULING FOR THE PHILIPPINES IN ITS HISTORIC CASE AGAINST 

CHINA OVER THE WEST PHILIPPINE SEA

WHEREAS, on December 10, 1982, the Republic of the Philippines became a 
signatory to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). The 
Philippines became one of the first States to submit its instruments of ratification on 
May 8 ,1984;1

WHEREAS, on January 22, 2013, the Republic of the Philippines instituted 
arbitral proceedings against the People's Republic of China under Annex Vll to 
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), "with respect to the 
dispute with China over the maritime jurisdiction of the Philippines in the West 
Philippine Sea,”2 after exhausting political and diplomatic means to peacefully resolve 
its maritime dispute with China, who also signed and ratified the UNCLOS along with 
167 other countries.3

WHEREAS, on March 30, 2014, the Philippines submitted a 4000-page memorial 
to the Arbitral Tribunal at the Permanent Court of Arbitration in The Hague for its case 
against China;

WHEREAS, on July 7-13, 2015, the Philippines presented before the Arbitral 
Tribunal at the Permanent Court of Arbitration in The Hague its oral arguments on 
matters of jurisdiciton and admissibility over its case against China under the UNCLOS;

WHEREAS, on October 29, 2015, the Permanent Court of Arbitration 
unanimously ruled that it has jurisdiction over the Philippines’ case against China,
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