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A RESOLUTION
DIRECTING THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY TO CONDUCT AN 
INQUIRY, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE POWER SITUATION STATUS OF 
THE LUZON GRID AND ESTABLISH THE CAUSE OF THE SIMULTANEOUS 
SHUTDOWN OF SIX POWER PLANTS WHICH LED TO ROLLING BLACKOUTS IN 
LUZON, WITH THE END IN VIEW OF DETERMING MEASURES THAT WOULD 
FURTHER ENSURE A RELIABLE AND SECURE SUPPLY OF ELECTRIC POWER

Whereas, On the week of July 25 to 31, 2016 a red alert was raised twice and the 
yellow alert raised every day from July 26 to 31 on the Luzon Grid, which led to power 
interruptions in areas throughout Luzon;

Whereas, On July 30, 2016, the National Grid Corporation of the Philippines (NGCP) 
raised a second red alert for the week for the Luzon Grid and advised that blackouts will be 
experienced in Luzon until 3:00 in the afternoon of that day;

Whereas, The biggest power plants in the country, which include the 1,218 MW Sual 
and 630MW Masinloc, are located in the Luzon Grid;

Whereas, “Red alert” refers to the system condition when the contingency reserve is 
zero or a generation deficiency exists;

WHEREAS, “Yellow alert” refers to the system condition where power reserves are below 
the minimum level set by the regulator, which is equivalent to the capacity o f the largest running 
power plant in the grid;

Whereas, The Luzon Grid was on red alert due to zero operating reserves brought about 
by insufficient power supply;

Whereas, The red alert came after six power plants in Luzon were shut down, namely:
• Sual 2 (647 MW Capacity)
• Calaca 2 (300 MW Capacity)
• Sta Rita mod. 20 (262 MW Capacity)
• SLTEC (270 MW Capacity)
• Limay 2 (60 MW Capacity)
• Angat Main 2 (50 MW Capacity);

Whereas, Apart from the shutdown of the six power plants, three more power plants 
were on limited capacity:

• Malaya 1: derated from 300MW to 170MW
• Malaya 2: derated from 350MW to 280MW
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