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AN ACT PROVIDING FOR RURAL EMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM AND 
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREOF

Explanatory Note

It is our directive to ensure that as the Philippine economy grows and thrives, all 
Filipinos grow and thrive together. One of our mandates is to promote inclusive growth and 
spread wealth and opportunity across the country.

As such, we need to take a look at our rural communities and provide opportunities 
to those along the countryside and within our islands, beginning with our least fortunate 
countrymen.

Considering that almost 80% of Filipinos living in poverty reside in our rural areas1, 
we are in urgent need of measures to combat poverty and unemployment beyond our cities 
and urban hubs in the short and long term.

The Rural Employment Assistance Program (REAP) Act is one such policy for the 
short term, which aims to provide heads of poor families in rural areas fair wages for 
temporary unskilled work.

This bill not only addresses the issue of unemployment in rural areas, it also involves 
our less fortunate citizens in nation building as we provide other measures that will help 
them pursue permanent employment.

The REAP Act mandates the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) 
to hire unemployed Filipinos to maintain, build, and rehabilitate shared, public facilities and 
livelihood assets within their community.

Let us bring opportunities, wealth, and capacity to the Philippine islands, especially 
in the countryside. Let every Filipino reap the fruits of our positive progress and 
development.

http://www.ruralpovertyportal.org/country/home/tags/philippines
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