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AN ACT INSTITUTIONALIZING THE PANTAWID PAMILYANG PILIPINO ROGRAM

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Despite country's success in achieving moderate economic growth, the results of the 

2015 Social Weather Stations (SWS) survey still show that 50% of Filipinos consider 

themselves as poor. This result is a call for the national government to strengthen its effort 

in addressing problems of unemployment and alleviating poverty. A study conducted by 

Asian Development Bank in 2006 suggests a strong link between poverty levels and 

educational attainment. Almost 50% of household heads who did not complete any formal 

schooling are poor while only 2% of college graduates have income below the poverty line. 

Despite Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) reporting an increase in subsistence incidence 

among Filipino Families from 10% in 2012 to 9.2% in the first semester of 2015, it is still 

reported that incomes of poor families were short by 29% of the poverty threshold. Based 

on this, on the average, an additional monthly income of PHP 2649 is needed by a poor 

family with five members in order to move out of poverty in the first semester of 2015.

These data show that despite the decrease in in poverty levels, improvement to 

current poverty alleviation efforts is much needed. It is in this line of reasoning that we 

push for the institutionalization of the Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino Program. Pantawid 

Pamilyang Pilipino Program is a human development measure of the national government 

that provides conditional cash grants to the poorest of the poor, to improve the health, 

nutrition, and the education of children aged 0-18. Other countries have been implementing 

similar programs like Argentina's Universal Allowance for Children, Brazil's Family Grant, and 

Chile's Solidarity System which all have reduced their poverty levels significantly. All these
















