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AN ACT
PROVIDING EMERGENCY WAREHOUSES IN AREAS DEVASTATED BY CALAMITIES 
TO ENSURE AFFECTED CONSUMERS ACCESS TO BASIC NECESSITIES AND PRIME 

COMMODITIES AT DISCOUNTED AND TAX FREE PRICES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

In the past few years, the country has been battered by more than twenty 
typhoons a year, with an increasing number in the super-typhoon category.

As super-typhoon Yolanda (Haiyan) hit Eastern Visayas, particularly Leyte, last 
year, Filipinos who were seriously affected needed to contend with an 
insurmountable shortage of food, clean water, medicine and first aid, and clothing to 
weather the storm. Supplies weren't able to reach the survivors immediately due to 
wrecked ports, airports and roads.

Thus, it is important that every community in the country be equipped and 
prepared for disasters, and make relief and basic goods as accessible as possible. 
The first few days after storms or earthquakes hit are crucial in mitigating further 
tragedies to individuals and families.

Hence, the establishment of community disaster warehouses aims to extend 
assistance to survivors of calamities, natural or man-made, by ensuring access to 
basic goods and prime commodities.

It intends for goods sold in these warehouses to be tax-exempt, and ensure 
that goods in the market would be available to avoid hoarding in affected areas. 
Furthermore, it seeks to protect citizens from price manipulation during times of 
crisis.

This intervention is important for the days and weeks right after the calamity 
to enable people and communities to start rebuilding and normalizing their lives.

Equipping communities with proper mechanism to assist its people during 
adversity is empowering and inclusive towards a nation that works for all.










