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STRENGTHENING THE G O VERNM ENTS EFFORTS TOW ARDS THE 
TREATMENT AND REHABILITATION OF DRUG DEPENDENTS BY 
ESTABLISHING DRUG REHABILITATION CENTERS IN EVERY PROVINCE 
AND CITY IN THE COUNTRY, APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

No less than the newly Installed President o f the Philippines, His Excellency 
Rodrigo R. Duterte, has acknowledged that one o f the problems that bedevils our 
country today and which needs to be addressed with urgency is the proliferation of 
illegal drugs in all strata o f Philippine sodety1. True enough and in keeping with his 
campaign promise to eradicate the problem o f illegal drugs2, no minute is being 
wasted by his administration to relentlessly pursue all those involved in the illegal 
drug trade in the Philippines.

Changes are unfurling with President Duterte administration’s intensified 
crackdown against illegal drugs; and we are witnessing one o f the welcome 
changes— hundreds if not thousands o f drug dependents, including a number of 
pushers, all over the country voluntary surrendering to the authorities and promising 
to abandon their illegal activities3. W hile chiefly buoyed by a well-founded fear that 
they will be meted with the full force o f the law if they do not surrender, their initiative 
undeniably presents an opportunity fo r them to  be rehabilitated and start anew to live 
orderly and productive lives.

The government should take an active role to fu lly rehabilitate these drug 
dependents. A fter all, it is an avowed policy o f the State, as enunciated in Republic 
Act 9165 or the Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs Act o f 2002, to provide effective 
mechanisms or measures to re-integrate into society individuals who have fallen 
victims to drug abuse or dangerous drug dependence through sustainable programs 
of treatment and rehabilitation.

1 1naugural Address of His Excellency Rodrigo R. Duterte dated 30 June 2016
2_ http://cnnphilippines.com/news/2016/01 /21 /rodrigo-duterte-illegal-drugs-elections-2016. html 

http.7/news.abs-cbn.com/news/07/14/16/60000-drug-users-pushers-have-surrendered-palace. 
http://pro8.pnp.gov.ph/2016/07/12/6869-drug-userspushers-voluntarRy-siJiTender-to-pnp-in-eastem-visayas/,
http://www.inquisitr.com/3292186/duterte-drug-war-about-4000-more-druggies-surrender-as-bodies-turrM ip-across-philippines/

http://cnnphilippines.com/news/2016/01
http://pro8.pnp.gov.ph/2016/07/12/6869-drug-userspushers-voluntarRy-siJiTender-to-pnp-in-eastem-visayas/
http://www.inquisitr.com/3292186/duterte-drug-war-about-4000-more-druggies-surrender-as-bodies-turrMip-across-philippines/











