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In tro d u c e d  by  SENATOR LOREN LEGARDA

AN ACT ALLOWING EXPENSES INCURRED IN PAYMENTS FOR TERTIARY 
EDUCATION TUITION AND RELATED EDUCATIONAL EXPENSES AS 
DEDUCTIONS FROM GROSS INCOME OF INDIVIDUALS, AMENDING FOR 
THE PURPOSE SECTION 3 4  OF THE NATIONAL INTERNAL REVENUE 
CODE OF THE PHILIPPINES, AS AMENDED.

E xplanatory Note

E ducation  h a s  always been viewed a s  one of the  pillars of the  governm ent and  
an  avenue for social an d  economic mobility. It aim s to p repare  the  youth  to 
becom e active and  productive m em bers of the  society. Tertiary education  seeks 
to m eet and  m atch  the  dem and of the  in d u stries  w ith a  globally competitive 
workforce. It a im s to increase  the  quality of h u m an  capital in relation to 
national and  econom ic progress.

The C onstitu tion  g uaran tees the  right to education  of every Filipino. Article 4, 
Section 1 provides th a t “The S tate  shall p ro tect and  prom ote the  right of all 
citizens to quality education  a t all levels and  shall take appropria te  steps to 
m ake education  accessible to all.”

According to the  Functional Literacy, E ducation  and  M ass Media Survey 
(FLEMMS), one in every ten  or ab o u t four (4) million Filipino children and  
youth  w as out-of-school in 2013. O ut-of-school youth , as defined by FLEMMS, 
are 15 to 24 aged persons who are not a ttend ing  school, have no t finished any 
college or post-secondary  course, and  are no t working. The survey also showed 
th a t insufficient family incom e is one of the  reaso n s why these  youth  were not 
sen t to tertiary  education  in stitu tions.

This m easu re  seeks to ad d ress  th is  problem  by allowing tu ition  fees and  o ther 
related  expenses for tertia ry  education  be tax  deductib le from the gross incom e 
of the  taxpayers.

In view of the  foregoing, early passage of th is  bill is requested .

LOftEN LEGARDA
Senator






