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AN ACT
AMENDING ARTICLE 359 OF ACT NO. 3815, AS AMENDED, OTHERWISE 

KNOWN AS THE REVISED PENAL CODE

EXPLANATORY NOTE

To date, there are no means with which to protect public officials from 
individuals bringing malicious accusations at them, yet the Revised Penal Code 
provides aggravated criminal liability for any public officer found taking advantage of 
his position. There should be a counter-balance to this law, otherwise anyone can just 
falsely accuse a public official of a crime without fear of prosecution except for a 
counter-suit. Moreover and in such cases, the defendant, being a public officer, will 
have to suffer loss of integrity (which he may never regain regardless of the outcome of 
the case). More importantly, the public official may be hindered from doing his duties 
competently.

In the end it is the public who ultimately suffers. It is a waste of the 
government's time and money to investigate these false accusations only to dismiss 
them later on. This bill punishes false accusers of government officials so that it may 
serve as a deterrent to the former, who may use the complaint to disparage and 
embarrass the later.

Hence, the passage of this bill is immediately sought.

FRANCIS G. ESCUDERO






