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Introduced by Senator FRANCIS G. ESCUDERO

AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR THE DELINEATION OF THE SPECIFIC FOREST LIMITS OF 

THE PUBLIC DOMAIN AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Section 4, Article XII of the 1987 Constitution states that "The Congress 
shall, as soon as possible, determine by law, the specific limits of forest lands and national 
parks, marking clearly their boundaries on the ground. Thereafter, such forest lands and 
national parks shall be conserved and may not be increased nor diminished, except by 
law. The Congress shall provide, for such period as it may determine, measures to 
prohibit logging in endangered forests and watershed areas".

Based on the 2001-2003 satellite imageries reported out by the National 
Mapping and Resource Information Authority (NAMRIA), the total forest cover 
of the Philippines is estimated at 7.168 million hectares or 24.27% of the 
country's total land area.

Lack of demarcation on the ground resulted to confusion as to the actual 
size of the forest lands of the country which later resulted to incorrect land use 
and management.

This proposed legislation seeks to delineate the specific limits of forest 
lands in order to coiiserve, protect and develop the forest resources of the 
country in order to attain ecological balance, preserve valuable ecosystems, 
prevent environmental degradation and promote sustainable development for 
the present and future generations.

This bill was reported out in the Fifteenth Congress as Senate Bill No. 
3326 under Committee Report No. 464 and was approved on Second Reading.

I submit.

FRANCIS G. ESCUDERO












