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AN ACT AMENDING
SECTION 47 OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 9136, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS 

THE ELECTRIC POWER INDUSTRY REFORM ACT

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Republic Act 9136, otherwise known as the Electric Power Industry Reform Act 
(EPIRA) realized the liberalization and privatization of the power industry to promote 
greater competition and efficiency in the sector. It was hoped that the reformed 
business environment shall result in better service thru improved delivery of supply 
and lower power rates for the consumer.

However, in more than a decade after the law's enactment, higher electricity 
rates (estimated as one of the highest in Asia) and power outages, especially in 
Mindanao, have become a burden. It is apparent that the EPIRA was not able to provide 
the promised reform to ensure long term security of power supply and the benefits of 
liberalization such as lower prices.

EPIRA was intended to be the solution to the country's electricity problems. 
Instead, it has caused the government to lose control of the power industry, allowing 
private businesses to raise power rates with impunity.

Unless the EPIRA is amended, it will be difficult - if at all possible - to maintain 
control of the power industry to the government in order to temper the profit-oriented 
practices in the power industry.
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