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EXPLANATORY NOTE

Education plays an essential role in the overall development effort of the nation 
particularly in tapping the potentials and harnessing the talents of the Filipino youth. 
However, this noble objective may not be fully realized if the schools, considered as 
their second abode, are always subjected to property disputes, frequent transfer of 
locations, revocation of donations of lands where they are situated and urban planning 
and development programs of the Local Government Units (LGUs).

The latest statistical data of the Department of Education (DepED) showed that 
there are still a number of untitled and unregistered school sites throughout the nation 
and that the government does not have legal property rights over these lands occupied 
by public schools. In most cases, these school sites are owned by LGUs or are subject to 
long-term lease agreements with private individuals.

On the other hand, there are parcels of lands which were donated exclusively for 
the educational purposes but lack the proper legal documentation to support any efforts 
by DepED on the transfer of ownership. Thus, upon the death of the donors, the heirs of 
the latter claim ownership of the land through the revocation of the original donation 
which subsequently results to endless court litigations. Most of these cases are pending 
in court for several years and even decades, to the prejudice of the public schools 
involved.

The passage of this bill will pave the way for the summary titling of all lands 
which are being utilized as public school sites throughout the country. This bill aims to 
provide all lands being utilized by the DepED with titles under the "Republic of the 
Philippines represented by the Department of Education" to enable it to have legal 
ownership over these school sites. It will cover all sites of public schools under the 
DepED which have been utilized as such for at least five (5) years preceding the 
effectivity of this proposed measure, which are composed of the following:

a) Lands of the public domain;










