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Introduced by Senator FRANCIS G. ESCUDERO

AN ACT
IMPLEMENTING SECTION 24, ARTICLE XVIII OF THE CONSTITUTION ON 
THE DISMANTLING OF PRIVATE ARMIES AND OTHER PRIVATE ARMED 
GROUPS NOT RECOGNIZED BY DULY CONSTITUTED AUTHORITY AND 

APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Section 24, Article XVIII of the 1987 Constitution provides that as a State Policy, 
"Private armies and other armed groups not recognized by duly constituted authority 
shall be dismantled. All paramilitary forces including Civilian Home Defense Forces not 
consistent with the citizen armed force established in this Constitution, shall be 
dissolved or, where appropriate, converted into the regular force."

It is the intent of this bill to address the oversight of government to implement 
the dismantling of private armed groups and armies - entities often involved in 
violations of laws, engage in acts of terrorism and other abuse. As evidenced in the 
recent Maguindanao Massacre, failure to keep private armies in check results in 
lawlessness and enables them to operate beyond the framework of the Constitution.

Hence, in the best interest of the Republic, the immediate approval of this bill is 
urgently sought.

FRANCIS G. ESCUDERO














