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AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A MULTIPURPOSE GYM IN ALL 
MUNICIPALITIES AND CITIES TO SERVE AS EVACUATION CENTER DURING 
TIMES OF CALAMITY OR DISASTER AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR

Explanatory Note

Schools have traditionally been utilized as default evacuation centers in times of 
calamities, disasters, conflicts, and emergencies. Schools however, are not well equipped to 
aceommodate evacuees since these lack the necessary facilities for displaced families.

The use of schools as evacuation centers for displaced families also gives rise to another 
group of displaced individuals: the students. The education of children is severely affected when 
families cannot immediately vacate sehool premises because their houses have not yet been 
repaired or reconstructed. This relegates students to makeshift classrooms that may not be 
condueive to learning. Moreover, its cost can take away from the meager budget what could be 
better utilized for more permanent solutions to problems brought about by disasters.

2 The construction of multipurpose gyms in the country’s 1,489 municipalities' and 145 
cities nationwide will be a permanent recourse for evacuation in times of calamities and natural 
or man-made disasters. The gym must be able to withstand typhoons, earthquakes and other 
disasters. It must be designed to have space that can be used flexibly for social activities, 
sporting events, and as sleeping quarters during the evacuation. The multipurpose gym must be 
well-ventilated, able to accommodate large groups of people, and must have ample bathing and 
sanitation facilities. When not in use as a refuge center, the multipurpose gym, which should be 
in a location where people and emergency rescue personnel can easily aecess, can be a 
storehouse for disaster rescue equipment and emergency supplies.

With the reality of stronger typhoons brought about by climate change and the 
geographical location of the country making it the second most disaster-prone country3, seeking 
temporary solutions to the displacement of families by using schools as evacuation centers must 
be stopped. There should be no tradeoff between protecting lives and the education of students. 
A better and more permanent facility must be made available to people in times of emergencies.

In the light of the foregoing, the approval of this bill is earnestly sought.
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As of 31 March 2016. http://nap.psa.gov.ph/
2 Ibid.

United Nations University World Risk Report 2014 http://ehs.unu.edu/news/news/world-risk-report-2014.html
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