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AN ACT
CREATING THE PHILIPPINE CANCER CENTER, PROVIDING FUNDS THEREFOR 
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Explanatory Note

Malignant neoplasm also known as cancer ranks third, after heart and vascular diseases, 
in the list of top ten leading causes of mortality in the Philippines today. A report of the 
Philippine Statistical Authority (PSA) states that one in every ten registered deaths in the country 
is attributable to cancer.1 Global annual death toll due to cancer is also high at 11 million. The 
said number is projected to reach 17 million in 2030.2

Cancer occurs when human cells undergo an abnormal growth that forms a tumor and 
spreads throughout the body. It comes in different fonns and targets different parts of the human 
body. The most prevalent cases affecting the Filipinos are lung, breast, colon, cervical, liver and 
prostate cancers. Cancer chooses no one. It occurs to both men and women, young and old. 
Seventy-five percent (75%) of cancer patients in the country are from ages 50 years and above 
while 3.2% belong to the pediatric age bracket of 0 to 14 years.3

Cancer statistics in the country are very alarming. Nine out of ten smokers die of lung 
cancer while non-smokers who are most likely double the smoking population have increased 
risks of acquiring the disease.4 Sixteen percent (16%) of a total of 50,000 reported eases of breast 
cancer in 2010 resulted to death.5 Twelve (12) Filipino women die of cervical cancer each day 
with 6,000 new eases being diagnosed each year while almost 20% in every 100,000 Filipino 
men develop prostate cancer.6 Ninety-five (95) out of 100 liver cancer patients have a high 
chance of dying.7

However, in spite of the above-mentioned eancer statistics, the Philippines does not have 
a specialized national hospital to cater to cancer patients in the country.

' Philippine Statistical Authority. Accessed at

https://psa.gov.pli/sites/default/rilcs/Malignant%20Neoplasm%20%28Cancer%29%20in%20the%20Philippines%202011-
2013%20%281 %29.pdf on July 11,2016.

http.//www.philstar.com/cebu-lifestyle/2015/05/04/1451051/top-10-common-cancers-philippines, accessed on July 11,2016.
Ibid.

4 Ibid.
1 Ibid.
4 Ibid.

7 See ‘hver Cancer Could Kill 40 Filipinos a Day by 2030", Rappler. Accessed at http://www.rappler.com/nation/49678-philippine-hepatitis- 
liver-cancer-summit on July 11,2016.
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