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AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR A MAGNA CARTA FOR THE ROAD TRANSPORTATION 
SECTOR

Explanatory Note

The Philippine Constitution mandates the protection and enhancement of the right of 
all people to human dignity and the reduction of social and economic inequities. The State 
also guarantees the rights of all sectors, including those in the road transportation industry, to 
participate in the policy and decision making processes affecting their rights and benefits as 
provided by law.

Transportation impacts every economic and social activity. It provides the physical 
link among people, products and services. 1 It is therefore legitimate and indispensable to 
safeguard an industry that is vital to economic growth, social development, prosperity and, 
ultimately, peace and which plays a crucial role in everyone’s life by meeting the demand for 
the sustainable mobility of both people and goods.2

For the past four decades, the perennial problems of the road transportation industry 
remain unsolved. The high cost of fuel, abusive traffic law enforcers, problems in the 
issuance of franchise of public utility vehicles, colorum vehicles, poor road conditions, 
traffic congestion, and air pollution greatly affect the road transportation sector.

This measure aims to provide for the institutionalization of the participatory 
mechanisms for the road transportation sector by including at least one representative from 
the sector in the governing boards of government instrumentalities in the national and local 
level.

As a piece of legislation that intends to empower and comprehensively protect the 
rights of the road transportation sector, particularly the road transportation workers, the 
following provisions are included:

a) Creation of a Road Incident Complaints and Investigation Office;
b) Free legal assistance, counseling and representation for indigent members of the 

road transportation sector; and
c) Mandatory enrollment of road transportation workers in employee benefits such as 

Social Security System, Philhealth and Pag-IBIG Fund.

Likewise, the proposed legislation aims to promote and develop the road 
transportation sector by providing short-course trainings to be designed and conducted by the 
Technical Education and Skills Development Authority; putting up free common

1 http://www.neda7.net.ph/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Chapter-3B-Infrastructure.pdf
http://www.iru.org/en_about-road-transport
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