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Explanatory Note

The advent of the internet can be likened to the invention of Guttenberg’s printing press. 
Similar to how the printing press ushered in the human race from the Dark Ages to the New Age, 
the internet is ushering humankind into a world unhampered by borders. Modem Information 
and Communication Technologies (ICT) such as Wi-Fi, mobile phones, computers, and laptops 
allow easier and faster access to timely information which is necessary in a rapidly globalizing 
and competitive world.

“(ICTs) greatly facilitate the acquisition and absorption of knowledge, offering 
developing countries unprecedented opportunities to enhance educational 
systems, improve policy formulation and execution, and widen the range of 
opportunities for business and the poor. One of the greatest hardships endured by 
the poor, and by many others who live in the poorest countries is their sense of 
isolation. The new communication technologies promise to reduce that sense of 
isolation, and to open access to knowledge in ways unimaginable not long ago. ”

World Bank (1998), The World Development 
Report quoted in Blurton, C., New Directions of 
IC T - Use in Education

In line with the goals set forth in the country’s K to 12 Program, particularly for the 
secondary level, the utilization of modem technology would better equip students with faculties 
necessary in preparation for tertiary education and for the increasingly competitive labor market.

As of School Year 2012-2013, the number of students enrolled in the country’s 38,659 
elementary public schools was at 13.3 million, while students enrolled in the 7,745 elementary 
private schools was at 1.2M1. Meanwhile, enrollment in the country’s 7,748 secondary public 
schools was at 5.6 million, and for the 5,130 secondary private schools it was at 1.4 million2. 
Many of the private schools in the country have long since supplemented classroom learning 
with ICT such as the use of computers and multimedia projectors for a more effective and 
efficient learning experience. They have also incorporated computer and internet education in 
their curricula while public schools have to wrestle with dated computers that are not even 
commensurate to the number of students enrolled in public schools.

Department of Education Basie Education Fact Sheet as of October 2013
2 Ibid.










