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AN ACT
ESTABLISHING THE NATIONAL MARICULTURE PROGRAM, PROVIDING FUNDS 
THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Explanatory Note

This bill aims to strengthen the Philippine fisheries sector through the formulation of a 
National Mariculture Program adopting the ecosystem-based approach. It seeks to expand and 
strengthen Mariculture Parks and Zones and proposes the creation of the Maritime Zone 
Advisory Council consisting of representatives from the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic 
Resources-Department of Agriculture (BFAR-DA), the Local Government Unit (LGU) 
Agriculturist, the LGU Planning and Development Coordinator, fisherfolk 
cooperatives/organizations and business with direct involvement in mariculture.

The bill sets a P500-Million initial fund for its implementation and mandates the Land 
Bank of the Philippines to extend financial assistance to fisher-folk at easy terms, low interest 
rates and low amortizations. The BFAR and the Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center 
shall extend technical assistance and recommend culture structures and procedures, among 
others, to ensure effective implementation. This bill provides for the establishment of physical, 
and socio-economic support infrastructures to ensure the viability of investments and equitable 
share of fisher-folk and LGUs from sustainable mariculture.

The Philippines is endowed with vast marine and coastal resources. Of the 2.2 million 
square kilometers of territorial waters, including the Exclusive Economic Zone, around 266,000 
sq. kms. are under the jurisdiction of around 900 coastal cities and towns along the whole length 
of the country’s 36,289 km. coastline. Our archipelago lies at the Earth’s center of marine 
biodiversity, the Coral Triangle, which hosts thousands of endemic and migratory species. We 
also lie in the Western Central Pacific (Food and Agriculture Office Statistical Area 71), deemed 
to be one of the higlily diverse marine areas and covered by the Convention on the Conservation 
and Management of Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean.1

Fish is a major source of protein, constituting 11.7 percent of the Filipino diet, at 38 
kilograms annual per capita.2 In fine weather, coastal folk can depend on the sea for food and 
livelihood. The map of coastal areas largely reflects the most densely-populated areas, more so, 
of poor Filipinos migrating to where they can get libreng ulam. Likewise, coastal folk cut 
mangrove trees for fuel, charcoal production and house construction materials.

1 Food and Agriculture Organization -  Major Fishing Areas in the Pacific Ocean 
http://www.fao.org/docrep/wl 31 Oe/wl 310E04.htm
2

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources -  Other Fishery Information 2014: Food Consumption 
http://www.bfar.da.gov.ph/profile?id=3#post

http://www.fao.org/docrep/wl
http://www.bfar.da.gov.ph/profile?id=3%23post















