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AN ACT
PENALIZING THE ILLICIT ENRICHMENT OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND 
EMPLOYEES FOR ACQUISITION OF PROPERTIES THROUGH UNLAWFUL 
MEANS

Explanatory Note

Transparency and accountability are two major principles of the 1987 Philippine 
Constitution. As expressly declared:

• Article II, Section 27 (State Policies and Declaration of Principles) guarantees, "The 

State shall maintain honesty and integrity in the public service and take positive and 

effective measures against graft and corruption."

• Article XI, Section I (Accountability of Public Officers) mandates, "Public office is a 

public trust. Public officers and employees must, at all times, be accountable to the 

people, serve them with utmost responsibility, integrity, loyalty, and efficiency; act 

with patriotism and justice, and lead modest lives."

The State has a right to recover from public officials or employees, as well as their 

transferees or nominees, properties which were not lawfully acquired by them. Republic Act 

(R.A.) No. 1379 aims to enforce this right of the State.

However, while R.A. No. 1379 provides a procedure for forfeiture to be followed when 

said public officials or employees amass, accumulate, or acquire unexplained wealth, and 

imposes upon them the penalty of forfeiture of the properties unlawfully acquired, said law












