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Introduced by Senator Poe

AN ACT
TO ASSIST INDIGENT CANCER PATIENTS AND THEIR FAMILIES, 
ESTABLISHING FOR THE PURPOSE A CANCER ASSISTANCE FUND AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES

Explanatory Note

Claiming thousands of lives each year, and amounting to several billions of pesos in 

healthcare and treatment cost, cancer has become a serious public health issue and both a 

clinical as well as economic burden1.

In the Philippines, cancer is the third leading cause of death. It is outranked only by 

communicable and eardiovascular diseases, elaiming one death for every two new cases 

within a year, while cancer, which afflicts 189 per 100,000, kills four Filipinos every hour or 

103 every day.

The incidence and mortality rate of cancer in the Philippines has been increasing in 

the past three decades. This trend is expected to continue if organized and sustained 

specialized eare and preventive measures against cancer are not initiated.

The chemotherapy for cancer patients may cost about PhplOO, 000.00 per session. 

The cost of treatment by radiation, or even examination by Magnetic Resonance Imaging 

(MRI), is burdensome even to middle-income patients, and often beyond the reach of the 

poor.

1 From a s tudy o f  th e  In s titu te  o f  Hum an Genetics, N ationa l Ins titu tes  o f H ea lth , U n ive rs ity  o f  th e  Philippines 
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