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Introduced by Senator Poe

AN ACT
TO ENHANCE CITIZENS’ ACCESS TO GOVERNMENT INFORMATION AND 
SERVICES BY ESTABLISHING A SYSTEM IN WHICH GOVERNMENT 
DOCUMENTS ISSUED TO THE PUBLIC MUST BE WRITTEN CLEARLY, 
ORDAINING FOR THE PURPOSE A PLAIN WRITING FOR PHILIPPINE PUBLIC 
SERVICE ACT AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Explanatory Note

This bill is patterned after Public Law 111-274 (October 13, 2010), one of the newest but 

most effective laws of the United States. As used in the aforementioned law, “plain writing” is 

the use of simple, concise, easily understandable words and phrases in all government documents. 

This reduces obscurity and helps citizens in availing of government services.

The following benefits have been observed after the implementation of the Plain Writing Act 

in the United States:

1. There is a marked improvement in the public understanding of government 

communications and requirements;

2. It saves money and increases efficiency;

3. It reduces the need for public clarification and reduces resources spent for enforcement;

4. It simplifies government forms and applications; and

5. It reduces the number of errors and the time and effort required to fix them.

Plain Writing can also be an efficient tool in the Philippines. It can shorten transactions, 

lessen red tape, and streamline administrative procedures.










