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AN ACT
REQUIRING MANDATORY ENVIRONMENT INSURANCE COVERAGE TO 
PROMOTE ECOLOGICAL PROTECTION

Explanatory Note

The primacy of the enviromnent is enshrined Article II, Section 8 of the 1987 

Philippine Constitution, which mandates the state to “...protect and advance the right of the 

people to a balanced and healthful ecology in accord with the rhythm and harmony of 

nature.” In the landmark environmental case of Oposa v.s Factor an (G.R. No. 101083), the 

Supreme Court ruled that “the right to a balanced and healthful ecology carries with it the 

correlative duty to refrain from impairing the environment.”

The “duty to refrain from impairing the environment” is spelled out in several laws 

such as the Revised Forestry Code (P.D. No. 705); the Water Code of the Philippines (P.D. 

No. 1067); the Philippine Mining Act of 1997 (R.A. 8371); the Philippine Fisheries Code of 

1998 (R.A. 8550); the Philippine Clean Air Act of 1999 (R.A. 9749); the Ecological Solid 

Waste Management Act of 2000 9R.A. 9003); and the Wildlife Resources Conservation Act 
(R.A. 9147).

However, there remain lapses in the protection of the right to a healthy and balanced 

ecology. In particular, environmental degradation and man-made disasters which arise from 

economic activities are extremely under-regulated. There have been many instances of man

made environmental damages like the 1996 Marcopper Mining tragedy in Marinduque which 

led to the biological death of the Boac and Makalupnit rivers, and destroyed hectares of 

farmlands and displaced families. The 2005 and 2007 massive fish kills in Rapu-Rapu, Albay














