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Introduced by Senator Poe

AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR TAX EXEMPTIONS AND SUBSIDIES FOR THE LOCAL MUSIC 
INDUSTRY AND AMENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 7160 
OR THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE OF 1991

Explanatory Note

Filipinos are globally well-recognized, especially in music. Global talent shows have 

proven that Filipino singers are at par with their international counterparts.

The growing phenomenon of piracy, however, has not only affected local artists but 

also affected music producers around the world, especially in the advent of the Internet as 

music can now be easily downloaded for free.

Despite laws and state agencies dedicated to combat music piracy and protect 

copyrights, industry estimates indicate more than Phpl Billion in revenue losses due to piracy 

and other copyright violations. Furthermore, according to the United States-based 

International Intellectual Property Alliance’s (IIPA) Special 301 Report on Copyright 

Protection and Enforcement 2014 submitted to the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) and 

other U.S. government agencies, “while access to the Internet in the areas outside Metro 

Manila is still not that well-established, Internet penetration in the cities is growing. Internet 

piracy is growing along with it, through P2P file-sharing services, BitTorrent file-sharing, 

deep linking, blogs providing links to pirate materials, and cyberlockers used to store 

infringing material, to which pirates then sell passwords for illegal access.” The IIPA had 

ranked the country as fifth in global and second in Asian music piracy. In 2009 alone, the 

Philippines lost around USDl 12.2 Million in audio CD sales.








