
SEV EN TEEN TH  C O N G R ESS O F T H E  R EPU B LIC  
O F T H E  P H IL IP P IN E S

First Regular Session

S E N A T E
SB.  882

;'S. t
i r

'F i i f  o f the S r ,.,

'16  JIJL 2 6  A 9  :1 1

R l  < ! ?V:

Introduced by Senator Poe
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PR ESC R IB IN G  E L E C T R O N IC  O R  O N L IN E M O D A L IT IE S  F O R  T H E  
PR O M U LG A T IO N  O F LA W S, R ESO LU TIO N S, R U LES AND O T H E R  ISSUANCES, 
AM END IN G  F O R  T H E  PU R PO SE  SEC T IO N  18, 24 AND 25 C H A P T E R  5, B O O K  1 
O F EX EC U TIV E O R D E R  N O. 292 O T H E R W IS E  K N O W N  AS T H E  
A D M IN ISTR A TIV E C O D E  O F 1987

Explanatory Note

The 1987 Philippine Constitution recognizes the right of the people to information on 

matters of public concern.1 Moreover, the same provision in the Constitution affords access 

to official records and to documents and papers pertaining to official acts, transactions, or 

decisions, as well as to government research date used as basis for policy development, 

subject to such limitations as may be provided by law.2

Republic Act No. 386, otherwise known as the Civil Code of the Philippines, sets the 

effectivity of laws to fifteen days following the completion of their publication in the Official 

Gazette, unless otherwise provided.3 With the legal maxim of “Ignorance of the law excuses 

no one,” notice and publication of laws have become necessary.

However, limited access to and knowledge of the Official Gazette denies the public of 

their Constitutional right to information. Thus, Executive Order No. 292, otherwise known as 

the Administrative Code of 1987, mandated the publication of laws in at least two 

newspapers of general circulation as an alternative to their publication in the Official Gazette.

1 Section 7, Article III, 1987 Philippine Constitution.
2 Ibid.
3 Section 2, Civil Code of the Philippines.










