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AN ACT PROVIDING AN ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR OVERSEAS 
FILIPINO WORKERS IN DISTRESS, AND PROVIDING FUNDS THEREFOR

AND FOR OTHER PURPOSE

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The 1987 Philippine Constitution, Article XIII, Section 3 thereof, states that;

The State shall afford fu ll protection to labor, local and overseas, 
organized and unorganized, and promote fu ll employment and equality of 
employment opportunities for all. X X X

It has consistently been a matter of government policy to provide every 
possible manner of aid and assistance to our brothers and sisters who toil overseas. 
But even the best policies must fail if there are no concrete resources allotted to their 
implementation. As such, in line with House Bills no. 1243 and 5331, this bill aims to 
create a Special Assistance Fund for Overseas Filipino Workers in Distress, to ensure 
that our overseas countrymen who are most in need shall be provided with, not just 
the cold comfort of intangible promises, but the financial aid necessary to ensure 
their freedom and good health. They certainly deserve no less.

The passage of this bill is earnestly sought.

JOSEPH VICTOR G. EJERCITO








