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SENATE

SENATE BILL NO. 887

INTRODUCED BY SENATOR JOSEPH VICTOR G. EJERCITO

AN ACT
UPHOLDING THE RIGHT OF ACQUISITION BY QUALIFIED BENEFICIARIES 
OF GOVERNMENT-OWNED LANDS THEY ACTUALLY OCCUPY, 
AMENDING CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 7279, 
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE URBAN DEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING ACT 
OF 1992, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

This bill seeks to allow the unprivileged and homeless citizens in urban and 
resettlement areas who are actual occupants of government-owned lands dedicated 
to socialized housing to have the primary right in acquiring the said land.

Presidential Decree No. 1517, the Urban Land Reform Act, was issued by then 
President Marcos in 1978. The decree adopted as a State policy the liberation of 
human communities from blight, congestion and hazard, the promotion of their 
development and modernization, and the optimum use of land as a national 
resource for public welfare.

In 1992, Congress passed Republic Act No. 7279 or the "Urban Development 
and Housing Act of 1992." The law lays down as a policy that the State shall 
undertake a comprehensive and continuing urban development and housing 
program to uplift the conditions of the underprivileged and homeless citizens in 
urban areas and resettlement areas by making available to them decent housing at 
affordable cost. Pursuant to this, all city and municipal governments were mandated 
to conduct an inventory of all lands and improvements within their respective 
localities and, in coordination with the National Housing Authority, the Housing 
and Land Use Regulatory Board, the National Mapping Resource Information








