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AN ACT
PRESCRIBING THE STRENGTHENING OF THE NATIONAL 
EXTENSION SYSTEM TO ACCELERATE AGRICULTURE AND 
FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT, APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR 
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The growth of the agricultural sector plays a crucial role in the country's 
socio-economic development. Faced with an alarming poverty incidence, 
particularly in the rural areas, the government should implement measures to 
address these concerns particularly of improving infrastructure support 
facilities, as well as research and development among others.

This bill seeks to strengthen the country's extension system by 
decentralizing to the appropriate level of the local political unit that is more 
familiar in their areas of jurisdiction hence effective viable economic unit for 
agriculture development i.e., provinces. It shall establish a national agency, the 
Philippine Agriculture & Fisheries Extension Agency (PAFEA) to orchestrate, 
provide national directions, set standards of performance, and provide 
institutionalized financial and technical support to the LGUs.

Moreover, this measure will provide additional support to the extension 
system, which shall mandate the national government to pay for the salaries 
and wages of extension personnel under the administrative direction of the 
provincial government. The salaries and wages of Local Government Unit 
(LGU) extension personnel shall be standardized to that of equivalent positions 
in the national government.

In view of the foregoing, approval of this bill is earnestly sought.

JOSEPH VICTOR G. EJERCITO


























