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AN ACT
ESTABLISHING A FREE MEDICINE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR THE 

POOR AND PROVIDING FUNDS THEREFOR

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article II, Section 15 of the 1987 Constitution succinctly provides that "the 
State shall protect and promote the right to health of the people and instill health 
consciousness among them." Consonant with this Constitutional provision, it is also 
stipulated under Article XIII, Section 11, mandating the State to take certain steps to 
prioritize the needs of the imderprivileged sick, elderly, disabled, women, and 
children and that the State shall endeavor to provide free medical care to paupers.

This proposed measure aims to establish a free medicine assistance program 
in a health district to benefit only the underprivileged, the elderly, the disabled, 
women and children, and the poorest of the poor, which shall be administered by 
the Department of Health in coordination with the Department of Social Welfare and 
Development.

It is common knowledge that some of our countrymen die not because their 
illness is incurable but due to lack of medicine or proper medical treatment or 
assistance on account of poverty. The Government cannot always remain indifferent 
to this reality; it must offer some direct help somehow for their intended 
beneficiaries to feel its impact. In this context, the biU seeks to answer, starting with 
this approach, the problem of lack of medicine the cost of which is now beyond the 
reach of many Filipinos on account of poverty.

In view of the foregoing, the approval of this measure is fervently sought.
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