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INTRODUCED BY SENATOR JOSEPH VICTOR G. EJERCITO

AN ACT
EXPANDING THE PROHIBITED ACTS OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST 
WOMEN ON ACCOUNT OF SEX, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE ARTICLES 
135 AND 137 OF PRESIDENTIAL DECREE NO. 442, AS AMENDED, 
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE "LABOR CODE OF THE PHILIPPINES"

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The role of women in nation-building is recognized in all democratic 
countries. It cannot be disputed that they make enormous contributions in economic 
developments, whether as entrepreneurs or employees. As such, the state has to 
ensure that their rights are adequately protected.

As embodied in the 1987 Constitution, "the State recognizes the role of 
women in nation-building, and shall ensure the fundamental equality before the law 
of women and men."

However, existing measures for their protection against discrimination and 
exploitation are not sufficient to ensure that women are free from unfair treatment at 
the workplace.

This bill seeks to ensure that employment policies on promotion, benefits and 
termination are free from gender-based discrimination. It is specifically crafted in 
line with the principle that employment for women should be dealt with on the basis 
of merit.










