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AN ACT
PROHIBITING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF POLITICAL DYNASTIES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The 1987 Philippine Constitution under Article II, Section 26 expressly 
provides: "The State shall guarantee equal access to public service and prohibit 
political dynasty as may be defined by law ."

Social reform is the evident agenda behind this provision and the objective is 
clear. The extended family system, an otherwise beneficial concept when applied to 
the social aspects of human behavior, has found its pernicious effects in the political 
arena where public office has become the exclusive domain of influential families and 
clans. Such families have become so well-entrenched in Philippine politics they have 
monopolized political power and public resources at all levels of government.

Once a politician is elected to public office, he or she immediately builds a 
strong political base to ensure not only his or her re-election but also that such 
electoral support will extend to one's spouse or descendants or next of kin. These 
elected officials secure and consolidate their economic interest by perpetuating their 
families or clans in public office - indeed, making a dynasty out of public service. This 
situation is characteristic of the patronage system of politics that hinders the 
development of the country.

A report by the United Nations Development Programme written by Temario 
Rivera revealed that of the 77 provinces included in the study, 72 provinces or 94 
percent have political families. Further, the average number of political families per 
province is 2.31, meaning there are at least two political clans in most of the provinces. 
According to Temario, since the restoration of elections in 1987, most dominant 
political families have succeeded in winning gubernatorial and congressional races.

The socio-economic and political inequities prevalent in Philippine society limit 
public office to members of ruling families. In many instances, voters, for convenience










