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INTRODUCED BY SENATOR JOSEPH VICTOR G. EJERCITO

AN ACT TO EXPAND AND REVITALIZE THE SPECIAL EDUCATION 
PROGRAM FOR GIFTED AND HANDICAPPED CHILDREN AND YOUTH IN

THE PHILIPPINES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

There is a need to enhance access to quality education particularly for children 

and youth with special educational needs such as the gifted, the gifted but physically 

handicapped, the fast learners, the mentally retarded, the visually impaired (blind), 

the hearing-impaired, the orthopedically handicapped, the speech impaired, those 

with behavior problems, those with learning disabilities and those with special health 

problems and others have not received as much attention as it should have. The lack 

of classrooms, physical facilities and special equipment suitable to the needs of the 

disabled, the dearth of specially trained teachers and school administrators for the 

various exceptionalities has remained a perennial problem.

Parent education is an urgent need in the campaign to enhance home school 

relationships and to maximize their sense of competence and involvement in the 

education of their handicapped and as well as the gifted children. Over the years, the 

Bureau of Elementary Education has worked for the improvement of the delivery 

system despite and against any constraints. These efforts can only be sustained if they 

are anchored on a legal mandate that fully supports and ensures the continuity of 

long-term programs to help develop the potential of handicapped and gifted persons.












