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INTRODUCED BY SENATOR JOSEPH VICTOR G. EJERCITO

AN ACT
MANDATING THE GOVERNMENT TO PROVIDE ACCESS TO 
INFORMATION ON FOOD AND OTHER BASIC COMMODITIES TO 
GUARANTEE THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE TO AFFORDABLE FOOD 
AND ADEQUATE FOOD SUPPLY, PRESCRIBING GUIDELINES 
THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Years ago, the country experienced a shortage of rice but the Executive 
has not admitted the crisis and failed to make a clear statement as to the true 
state of demand and supply for rice and other agricultural commodities.

To reinforce and guarantee the right of the people to affordable and 
adequate food supply, the government must be transparent in all its 
transactions involving food and other basic commodities. This information is 
pertinent in order for the families to rightly budget their expenses, for the law 
enforcers to run after hoarders and price colluders and private enterprises in 
planning for the medium-term plan in solving such crisis.

This bill seeks to adopt and implement a policy of full public disclosure 
of all government transactions involving food and basic commodities, 
consistent with the Constitutional right of the people to information, by 
requiring all government bodies, specifically, but not limited to the 
Department of Agriculture and Department of Trade and Industry, to grant 
written requests for information on food and food supply, and prescribing the 
penalty in the event of violations thereof. The bill also requires the 
Department of Agriculture to publish all relevant information on the 
importation of basic food commodities, such as rice and com, as well as to 
maintain records and a database containing said information.

In view of the foregoing, the immediate enactment of this measure is 
earnestly sought.

JOSEPH VICTOR G. EJERCITO






















