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EXPLANATORY NOTE

Undoubtedly, the Philippine electoral system is mired in colorful hues 

during election - the feverish appeal attracts candidates coming from different 

parties, several known personalities, some running as independents backed by 

supporters and others from some whimsical personal awakenings.

In a democratic society like ours, the 1987 Constitution guarantees equal 

access to opportunities for public service. However, in a resolution of the 

Supreme Court, it clarified the view that running for public office is. a privilege, 

not a right. It is subject to the limitations imposed by law and must take into 

account practical considerations. Although the Commission on Elections is 

mandated by law to receive these certificates of candidacies as its ministerial 

duty, the onslaught of candidates who do not intend nor has the logistical 

capacity to launch a viable campaign unnecessarily engender additional 

financial burden to the cash-strapped COMELEC for increased allocation of time 

and resources, and much more, since the new automated system would require 

printing of additional ballots to accommodate the greater number of candidates.












