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AN ACT
ESTABLISHING LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, AND TRANSGENDER (LBGT) 
HELP AND PROTECTION DESKS IN ALL PHILIPPINE NATIONAL POLICE 
STATIONS NATIONWIDE, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE TITLE VII OF 
REPUBLIC ACT NUMBER 8551, AS AMENDED, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE 
“PHILIPPINE NATIONAL POLICE REFORM AND REORGANIZATION ACT OF 
1998,” AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Explanatory Note

Section 11 Article 11 of the 1987 Constitution mandates the State to value the dignity of 
every human person and guarantee full respect for human riglits. Such commitment to human 
rights has been upheld through signing and acceding to a number of significant international 
treaties concerning human rights1.

Yet despite this commitment, the Philippines has yet to affirm the rights of Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual and Transgender individuals (LGBT) or guarantee the proteetion of LGBTs from 
discrimination and violence on the account of gender identity and expression. The Philippines 
did not express support for the United Nations Human Rights Council joint statements made in 
December 2006 and March 2011 which called on States to take steps to end acts of violence, 
criminal sanctions and related human riglits violations committed against individuals because of 
their sexual orientation or gender identity, among others2.

Back home, many LGBTs became moving targets for discrimination and violence that 
affect their economic, social and physiological well-being. Yet in spite of this reality, there is an 
absence of govermnent mechanism or intervention directed to monitor, let alone address, the 
incidents of discrimination, prejudice and even violence against the Filipino LGBT community. 
Because of this, many LGBT victims opt not to report the incident for fear of further harassment, 
prejudicial treatment, or more violent reprisal.

These international treaties and conventions include the following; International Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Racial Discrimination of 1969, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of 1976, 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights of 1976, Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination against Women of 1981, Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment of 1987, Convention on the Rights of the Child of 1990, International 
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families of 2003 and 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities of 2008.
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