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INTRODUCED BY SENATOR ANA THERESIA “RISA” HONTIVEROS BARAQUEL

AN ACT ESTABLISHING AN ON-SITE, IN-CITY OR NEAR-CITY RESETTLEMENT 
PROGRAM FOR INFORMAL SETTLER FAMILIES AND, IN CONNECTION 

THEREWITH, MANDATING THAT LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS PROVIDE 
LIVELIHOOD ASSISTANCE AND OTHER BASIC SERVICES, AMENDING FOR 

THE PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 7279, AS AMENDED, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS 
THE “URBAN DEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING ACT OF 1992”

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article XIII (Social Justice and Human Rights) of the 1987 Philippine Constitution provides that:

“Section 9. The State shall, by law, and for the common good, undertake, in 
cooperation with the private sector, a contir uing program of urban land reform and 
housing which will make available at affordable cost decent housing and basic 
services to underprivileged and homeless citizens in urban centers and resetdement 
areas. It shall also promote adequate employments of such programs that the State 
shall respect the rights of small property owners.”

“Section 10. Urban and rmal poor dwellers shall not be evicted nor their dwellings 
demolished, except in accordance with law and in a just and humane manner.

No resetdement of urban or rural dwellers shall be undertaken without adequate 
consultation with tiiem and the communities where they are to be located.”

In response to this directive. Congress passed Republic Act No. 7279, otherwise known as the 
“Urban Development and Housing Act of 1992,” and, on March 24, 1992, it was signed into law by 
President Corazon C. Aquino. The law prescribes the coverage of socialized housing, mandates tire 
formulation of a national urban development and housing framework, requires local governments to 
conduct an inventory of all lands within then respective territorial jurisdictions, and provides the 
overall framework for a continuing and comprehensive urban development and housing program in 
the country.

However, more tiian two (2) decades after die passage of the Urban Development and Housing Act, 
die nation seems to have scarcely progressed towards achieving the goal dierein of decent and 
affordable housing for the homeless and under-privileged. Figures from the Flousing and Urbah 
Development Coordinating Council (HUDCC) reveal a national backlog of 3,756,072 housing units 
as of 2011, which translates into more than 3.7 million Filipino, families without homes or secure 
dwellings; a backlog that Continues to rise considering the rapidly increasing population and die 
influx of migrants towards urban centers.

Thus, diere is an urgent need to arrest this trend and strengdien the country’s housing program by, 
among others, adopting On-Site, In-City, or Near-City Resetdement on the basis of People’s Plans 
or Proposals submitted by affected Informal Setder Families as a primary and preferred policy of 
die State. Furthermore, this proposed bill also addresses concerns of Informal Setder Families vis-a-
















