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AN ACT
CREATING A DEPARTM ENT OF OCEAN, FISHERIES AND AQUATIC 

RESOURCES, PROVIDING FOR ITS POWERS AND FUNCTIONS, 
a p p r o p r i a t i n g  f u n d s  t h e r e f o r  a n d  f o r  o t h e r  PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY N O TE

The fisheries industry provides bodi food security and livelihood to millions of 
Filipinos. The decUne in the fish catch from degraded fishery resources significantly 
contributed to die liigh incidence of poverty in the sector at 39.2 % in 2014, 
according to the Comprehensive Nadonal fisheries Industry Development Plan 
2016-2020. Some 1.6 million fisherfolks residing in coastal communities are 
vulnerable to the worsening resource use conflict and the resulting increase in the 
competition for food. 'A recent paradigm shift was adopted to address tliis resource 
depletion. From exploitative, demand-driven, production-based fisheries, a scientific, 
sustainable, ecosystems-based fisheries management was adopted.

However, developments in the fishing grounds and markets, such as the 
ASFLAN integration, the short remrn rates of climate change events and other 
hazards coupled with the low coping capacity of the fishing industry, and pervasive 
issues such as the depletion of fish stocks, degradation of fishery habitats, 
overfisliing, and international poacliing especially in our contested maritime zones, 
continue to challenge our current institution, the Bureau of fisheries and Aquatic 
Resources, only an attached agency, that is mandated to perform the overwhelming 
task of managing the utilization of our fishery resources and the protection of our 
marine life and environment.

With the following objectives of the fisheries industry under the 
Comprehensive National Fisheries Industry Development Plan 2016-2020, to wit: 
providing sufficient contributions to national food security; inclusive growth within 
the industry; sustainable science-based fisheries and aquatic resource management 
practices; compliance to international laws, pohcies, and standards, and enforcement 
of local laws and regulations; strengthened capacities to infrastructure, technologies, 
human resource, and information sharing, and resilience to environmental hazards, a 
strengthening of the State’s mandate and capacity to regulate the use of the ocean, 
marine life, and other bodies of water is imperative.






























