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AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR A NEW PASSPORT LAW, REPEALING REPUBLIC ACT NUMBERED 

EIGHT THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED THIRTY-NINE (R.A. NO. 8239), OTHERWISE KNOWN 
AS THE "PHILIPPINE PASSPORT ACT OF 1996"

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article III, Section 6 of the 1987 Constitution provides that the right to travel shall not be 
"impaired except in the interest of national security, public safety, or public health, as may be 
provided by law." Pursuant to this. Congress enacted Republic Act No. 8239 or the Philippine 
Passport Act of 1996. Under that law, it is the duty of government to issue passports or any 
travel document to any citizen or individual who complies with the requirements stated therein.

Eighteen years have passed since the passage of Republic Act No. 8239. Therefore, in 
keeping with the State's policy of providing only minimum requirements for the issuance of such 
documents as well as its duty to enhance and protect the people's unimpaired exercise of their 
constitutional right to travel, there is a need to amend the existing Act to simplify both the 
passport documentation requirements and the application process of the Department of Foreign 
Affairs.

In amending the provision relating to the requirements for the issuance of passports, this 
bill considers laws that have been passed since the passage of the existing Act such as 
Republic Act No. 8552 or the Domestic Adoption Act of 1998 and Republic Act No. 9226 or the 
Citizenship and Reacquisition Act of 2003. The bill also provides special procedures to facilitate 
the passport applications of illiterate, physically disabled, and senior citizens. Further, the bill 
intends for a 10-year validity of the passport.

To ensure that Filipinos are better served by the Department of Foreign Affairs, this bill 
also seeks to amend the provision on the Passport Revolving Fund to allow it to be utilized by 
the Department for the improvement of its passport issuance, consular, and other services.

In view of the foregoing, immediate approval of this bill is earnestly sought.
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